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Project Overview 

The Hingham Centre Play Area sits on a 
parcel of land wedged between School Street 
and the Hingham Centre Cemetery. 

During the spring of 2017, the Town of 
Hingham closed the play area indefinitely due 
to safety and accessibility concerns. With no 
budget or plan to reopen the play area, a 
number of private citizens came together to 
form a volunteer committee aimed at ensuring 
that the play area will once again be enjoyed by families and children for generations to come. 

More specifically, the project goals are as follows: 

● Meet modern safety standards 
● Be accessible to children of all abilities 
● Serve children ages 2-5, but be dynamic enough to be enjoyed by older kids 
● Keep to three pieces of equipment 
● Maintain a similar size and scale to the existing play area 
● Use earth tones to blend with the natural surroundings 
● Choose durable, high-quality equipment that will last a long time 
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Project Timeline 

● During the spring of 2017, a group of private citizens started a community-led initiative to 
replace the dilapidated play equipment adjacent to the Hingham Centre cemetery after 
the Town closed the play are due to safety and accessibility concerns. 
 

● After discussing project goals and constraints in the fall of 2017, we met with Town 
officials and local installers, researched playground manufacturers, and consulted with 
local landscape architect Sean Papich. 
 

● This led to the creation of two different design options: one featuring Dynamo 
equipement, and another featuring equipment from BCI Burke. 
 

● In February 2018, we then administered an online survey  to gather community input on 1

project goals, preferences, and the two design options. 
 

● The survey results informed the plan that the Town unanimously approved in a public 
meeting in June 2018. 
 

● In September 2018, the Town informed us that they had received complaints from a 
handful of citizens regarding the aesthetics of the proposed climber, and advised us to 
“come to a consensus.” 
 

● After many discussions and several iterations, we proposed a less functional, minimalist 
version of the approved design. 
 

● Though we received positive feedback from the Town, the same group of concerned 
citizens maintained that the new equipment would look out of place. 
 

● We then proposed replacing the climber  with a see-saw in January 2019. 2

 
● After receiving more positive feedback from the Town in the months that followed, we 

received written affirmation from the Town on December 12, 2019 stating that the 
Selectmen are in support of the revised/compromise plan, and committed to building the 
new play area in the spring of 2020. 

1 The survey ran from 2/7/18 to 2/11/18 and generated 186 responses. 
2 We proposed replacing the climber despite it being preferred by 72% of survey respondents. 
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Proposed Design 

The proposed design is based on feedback from both the Town and the community, and will be 
funded entirely by private donations. It features three pieces of play equipment to replace the 
old swing set, see-saw, and jungle gym. Unlike the old play area, this one features wood chips, 
and a neutral colored rubber pathway that is required by law to ensure that it is safe and 
accessible for all children, including those with disabilities. Although the equipment is rated for 
children ages 2-5, it is versatile enough to be enjoyed by older children as well. Finally, the 
equipment will be painted dark green, and the netting on the small rotating climber will be black, 
to ensure that the play area blends with its natural surroundings. 

NOTE:​ The original plan approved by the Town back in June 2018 featured a framed climber in 
place of the see-saw, but was subsequently replaced to address aesthetic concerns about its 
height. 
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Above: Photo rendering of the new play area  
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Fundraising 

Unfortunately, playgrounds that meet modern safety and accessibility 
standards are not inexpensive. In this case, the cost to construct the 
new Hingham Centre play area is around $70,000. The good news is 
that we have commitments for about $60,000 so far. 
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Our Supporters (sampling) 

We are writing in support of the proposed Hingham Centre play area. From the plans it appears 
as though the new equipment will be unobtrusive in color, type, and location and will provide a 
compliant and safe place for neighborhood children to play. We love seeing kids riding and 
walking up and down the sidewalks, playing pickup games of ball on the ball field, and taking 
advantage of the friendly and safe area in which we live. Replacing unsafe playground 
equipment with compliant equipment will serve to enhance the neighborhood not only for those 
families with younger children, but also for neighbors with older children and grandchildren. Any 
place that promotes fun, healthy outdoor activity for children, also promotes healthy 
neighborhood relationships. 

We want to thank all of you who have volunteered your time for this project. Like neighborhood 
playgrounds, volunteering on a town committee also promotes healthy neighborhood 
relationships, from which we all benefit. 

Jennifer Davis and Michael Pollard 
49 School Street
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We are writing in support of the Hingham Centre play area. Since moving here nearly five years 
ago, the swings, see-saw, and climbing structure have been a fixture in our three kids lives and 
we always assumed it would remain that way. 

It has served as a neighborhood meeting place, bringing together families and kids from 
Riverview and Studley Road, School Street and Middle Street. It is a constant after dinner walk 
destination for before bed fun. And its size and proximity have allowed us to give our 10-year 
old James the freedom to venture up there alone with friends, knowing neighbors could easily 
keep an eye on them.  

From our perspective it is hard to see the downside in giving neighborhood children their own 
spot — we love seeing middle schoolers hanging at the swings likely sharing stories as much as 
we love seeing our kids there. They are close to home and safe.  

We also support inclusion and believe in equal rights for all children and adults. That is why we 
accept that playground zoning requirements have evolved and that wood chips or another base 
will be required. Just as we allow historic homes to have asphalt driveways today and not 
ephemeral dirt paths, which were most common before 1850, we have to evolve. We ask that 
our neighbors understand the importance of having a neighborhood meeting spot for children 
and families — it builds community, encourages outside play and provides a backdrop for years 
of memories.  

Finally, we thank the Hingham Centre Playground Committee for all their hard work and 
dedication to this project. They are working to appease both sides, while ensuring that a few 
loud voices do not overpower what is right for our kids and the future of our neighborhood. 

Mary Beth and Jason Hamilton 
5 Riverview Road
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I am writing in support of the efforts the Hingham Centre Playground Committee are making to 
build a new and safe playground for young kids in the Hingham Centre neighborhood.  

Although we recently moved from Middle Street, we lived there for 26 years, and raised four 
children in this awesome neighborhood. We felt so lucky to live in this location... so close to the 
library, the softball field (where we held many of my sons’ birthday parties), the graveyard where 
the kids learned to ride their bikes, and the cute little playground where they could get their 
energy out.  I know it is a rare opportunity to have neighborhood facilities now, as we are such a 
car-centric society. However, I will never forget watching my son and his best friend Jeff (who 
lived in your house), pack up their little red wagon with baseball bats, balls and mitts, and head 
around the corner to spend hours engaged in baseball practice, playing on the swings, and 
climbing on the monkey bars. It was something that was reminiscent of the 1950s, and gave the 
kids a sense of independence, yet in a location just a few steps from home.  

However, I will say that our relationship with the playground was not 100% positive. When the 
boys were quite young, we had some run-ins with the playground equipment where the boys 
came out on the losing end. When Alastair was 4, he was see-sawing with his brother, got 
scared and jumped off before I could stop him. The metal see-saw slammed up into his mouth 
and he lost a tooth. My third son, Pierson, at a similar age, was climbing on the monkey bars 
with me standing right there to spot for him. With a quick slip of the foot, and again before I 
could intervene, his mouth hit the metal bar and he chipped a tooth. So, Playground - 2, Butlers 
- 0. 

Because we loved the playground, but realized it was outdated from a safety perspective, I was 
delighted to hear that the community was raising money for an upgrade to modern equipment, 
with the safer set-ups we’ve all come to expect. However, I was also surprised (and a bit 
shocked) to learn that there were some objections to these upgrades. How could this be 
anything but a much-needed improvement and a wonderful resource for the Hingham Centre 
community.  

I want to commend you and the committee for all your hard work on this project. I hope that it 
will be fruitful so that many more generations of kids will have the wonderful opportunity to have 
a neighborhood playground just down the street or around the corner, with all the benefits that 
that brings to families with young kids.  

Rachel Butler 
148 Downer Ave 
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The Hingham Centre Play Area has been a well-loved gathering spot for families and children 
for several decades. It’s an important asset to the community that provides a safe, 
neighborhood space for kids to play. We support preserving and updating this neighborhood 
treasure for future generations of kids and families to enjoy. 

Amy Moore 
9 Riverview Road

 

We recently attended an “update meeting” on the proposed Hingham Center Playground. After 
listening to the update and current plans by the committee, the current process, and the 
possible options, we strongly support the proposed project as outlined at the neighborhood 
meeting.  

With respect to the current play area, the environment is not safe. One example, the current 
swings has bolts sticking out of the bar with the swings. This is very dangerous. They don’t even 
have any “bolt caps” to protect the kids from tearing into their hands. The rust and current 
condition of the 3 items seem to be beyond repair, thus new playground swings etc. would be 
safer for the kids. It would also be nice to place the new playground away from the spikes 
sticking out of the new black wrought iron fence surrounding the cemetery.  

Also, it is important to make the environment ADA compliant with a 2019 option that makes 
sense for the neighborhood. This was also discussed and made perfect sense from the 
committee presentation on the need to be ADA compliant. We concur.  

As residents of Middle Street, our children have enjoyed the swings and playground with the 
neighborhood kids. In many instances, our children would be babysitting some of the younger 
kids and would bring them to the Center Playground. A new playground would be a welcome 
improvement for the younger kids in the neighborhood.  

From attending the meeting, it appears the project is well on its way to a positive solution. We 
commend the committee on their transparency on the project and we look forward to working 
with them on the new playground in 2019. 

Tara and Tom Coveney 
34 Middle Street

 

We support the new Hingham Centre play area and would love to see it built! 
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Angela and Charlie Barnard  
30 Downing Street

 

I wanted to send a note expressing our support for the Hingham Centre play area project. We 
would love to see it come to life. 

Ana VonIderstein 
21 Downing Street

 

I love the Hingham Centre play area proposal and would love to see it built. 

Sarah Kuzniar 
23 Downing Street

 

I’m a resident of Downing Street and would LOVE to see the proposed playground project come 
to fruition! Full support here — it’s a wonderful space for children! We spent lots of time there 
(the see-saw!) when my kiddos were small.  

Katie O'Brien 
44 Downing Street

 

I very much support the building of the playground. My children have loved using the older 
equipment in the past, but would very much appreciate newer equipment! Thank you so much, 

Jody Degreve 
15 Downing Street

 

Thank you so much for all you are doing for the playground! The proposed plan looks wonderful 
and my children would love it!! Thank you! 

Kim and Charles Haley 
10 Downing Street
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Hi! Just wanted to send our support for the updates needed to the Hingham Centre Playground. 
Both my girls played at the old playground and it’s such a special place and location for a small 
playground.  

Kate and Sean Newth 
18 Downing Street

 

We are in favor of the new playground. 

Melinda Reuter 
26 Spring Street

 

We support this project to restore the Hingham Centre play area, and will help in any way that 
we can. 

Bonnie and Fred Delay 
27 Downing Street

 

I love Hingham Centre (especially as it pertains to the eating of bagels and cupcakes), and I am 
particularly impressed by the plan for increased accessibility. 

Mike Lambert 
5 Bradley Park Drive
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Frequently Asked Questions 

Why did the Town close the Hingham Centre play area? 
The Town of Hingham closed the Hingham Centre play area in the spring of 2017 (and more 
recently removed the dilapidated play equipment) due to safety and accessibility concerns. 

What are the goals of the project to restore the play area?  
The main goal of this project is to reopen the Hingham Centre play area so that current and 
future generations can once again enjoy this special pocket play area for years to come. More 
specifically, the goals are as follows: 

● Meet modern safety standards 
● Be accessible to children of all abilities 
● Serve children ages 2-5, but be dynamic enough to be enjoyed by older kids 
● Keep to three pieces of equipment 
● Maintain a similar size and scale to the existing play area 
● Use earth tones to blend with the natural surroundings 
● Choose durable, high-quality equipment that will last a long time 

How did you come up with the new design? 
We came up with the new design by gathering input from the community, and by working 
closely with Town of Hingham officials, playground equipment manufacturers, local installers, 
and local landscape architect Sean Papich. 

Why did the design change after the Town approved it? 
The original design was unopposed and unanimously approved during a public Board of 
Selectmen meeting on June 5, 2018. However, we revised the design by replacing the approved 
climber with a see-saw to address aesthetic ​concerns raised by some members of the 
community. 

Has the Town approved the proposed changes to the design? 
Yes. The Town issued a written letter of affirmation on December 12, 2019 stating that the 
Selectmen are in support of the revised/compromise plan, and committed to building the new 
play area in the spring of 2020. 

How big is the proposed play area? 
Per the site plan created by local landscape architect Sean Papich, the total area of the 
proposed plan is approximately 1,715 SF.  
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Why is the new play area being privately funded? 
Unlike other playgrounds maintained by either the Hingham Recreation Department, or the 
Hingham Public School Administration, the Hingham Centre play area is maintained by the 
Hingham Board of Selectmen. Given the growing list of demands on the Town's resources, 
restoring the Hingham Centre play area is unfortunately and understandably not a priority.  

Why did you choose equipment from Dynamo Playgrounds? 
We considered three playground equipment manufacturers: Dynamo Playgrounds, BCI Burke, 
and Landscape Structures. All three companies make commercial equipment, but we ultimately 
chose Dynamo based on the results of our online survey, their innovative designs, and their 
reputation for making high quality equipment. Although it was not the deciding factor, we were 
also happy to learn that Boston, Newton, Brookline, Lexington, Marblehead, and more than a 
dozen other Massachusetts communities have installed Dynamo equipment. 
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Project Concerns 

The proposed design is different than the original intent. 
There were scant details about the original intent, or how the money being collected would be 
used when this community-led initiative began back in the spring of 2017. What followed was 
the formation of a playground committee comprising several concerned neighbors. This gave us 
the opportunity to create a more open and inclusive process that did not just reflect the intent of 
a few, but rather incorporated the varied interests of our community.  

It is never easy balancing such diverse, and sometimes opposing views. However, after 
gathering input from over two hundred citizens, and working closely with Town officials, 
playground equipment manufacturers, local installers, and local landscape architect Sean 
Papich over the past two years, we believe we have a plan that does so exceptionally well. 

The community has not had an opportunity to provide input. 
From the beginning, we have been committed to creating a fair, transparent, and inclusive 
process that considers the varied interests within our community. Toward that end, we created a 
website (SaveHinghamCentrePlayground.com) and an email subscriber list, and conducted an 
online survey completed by nearly 200 respondents. In addition, the project was the subject of 
three separate articles in the Hingham Journal and Patriot Ledger, and we appeared before the 
Selectmen in an open meeting. Reasonable people can disagree about the appropriateness of 
any proposal, but no one can credibly argue that that they did not have ample opportunity to 
provide input prior to the Town’s June 2018 approval. 

The aesthetics are inappropriate for this site. Everything is bigger.  
From the beginning, one of our goals is that we keep to three pieces of equipment that are a 
similar size and scale as the original. Though the proposed swing set and climber are slightly 
taller than the equipment they are replacing, the difference is imperceptible from any distance. 
Moreover, the proposed climber is half the size of the current jungle gym (i.e., 90 cubic feet vs 
175 cubic feet). 

Another one of our goals is to use colors that blend with the adjacent cemetery and natural 
surroundings. Aesthetics are extremely important to us too, which is one reason why we 
engaged with local landscape architect Sean Papich early on in the process. 
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The proposal calls for replacing grass with an artificial surface. 
We all love the look of grass, but it does not provide a “firm, stable, and slip resistant” surface 
per state and federal accessibility guidelines. As a result, all new playgrounds, like Kress Field 
and the new Hull Street playground, feature poured rubber play surfaces. However, unlike those 
larger playgrounds, ours features just three pieces of equipment. Therefore, most of the play 
surface will comprise natural wood chips with just enough rubber to create a discrete pathway to 
the equipment so that children of all abilities may access it. 
 
The new play area may create traffic and parking issues. 
Due to limited parking and the fact that the play area comprises only three pieces of equipment, 
the current play area attracts mostly pedestrian traffic. Similarly, our plan features just three 
pieces of equipment and includes no changes to the current parking situation at Powers Field. 
We are not increasing the capacity of the play area, so there is little reason to think that 
restoring it will create parking issues. 

The required excavation may impact nearby trees. 
Though the wood chip play surface and accessible pathway will require some minor excavation, 
we do not expect it to adversely impact any of the adjacent trees. The Town could change its 
mind, but it is worth noting that when the Planning Department and Selectmen both approved 
the original plan to restore the play area in June 2018, they did so with the condition that no 
trees would be removed. 

The play area is incompatible with the historic cemetery. 
There has been a playground next to the cemetery for around 100 years. The two have been 
compatible for a century and, in our view,there are no legitimate grounds for thinking that that 
will change in the future. 

There is another large and popular playground nearby. 
If the playground next to the cemetery went away, neighborhood parents and grandparents 
would either have to drive to the playground behind the Town Hall or they would have to walk 
across busy Route 228 and Main Street, next to Dependable Cleaners and Hingham Centre 
Pharmacy. 

The old playground equipment can be repaired/restored. 
We know some people within the community have fond memories of the old play area. It has 
served our community well for several decades, but the equipment does not meet today’s safety 
standards, and is dilapidated with hazardous metal protrusions, sharp edges, and failing paint. 
Further, the play area is not accessible and the equipment is dangerously close to the wrought 
iron fence surrounding the cemetery per current fall zone guidelines. 
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Equipment Specs 
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Inspection Report 
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